
FAQs: Federal COVID Funds for School Districts

At the start of this school year, the federal government approved funds for school
districts to address specific challenges caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. These
programs are called the American Rescue Plan (ARP) and the Elementary and
Secondary School Emergency Relief Programs (ESSER) (known as ARP ESSER
funds). These FAQs provide an overview of what these funds can be used for and how
the Madison School District is allocating them to help our most vulnerable students.

If you have additional questions about these programs and the district’s plans, please
email Superintendent Angela Smith at angela.smith@madisonschools.net.

1. What is the purpose of the ARP ESSER funds?
The federal government released these funds in 2021 to help school districts safely reopen
and sustain safe operations, as well as to help address the effects of the pandemic on
students. There are specific items on which these funds can be spent, including improving
safety in buildings; addressing mental and physical health issues among students; and
addressing learning loss. They may be spent over three school years: 2021-2022 (this
school year); 2022-2023; and 2023-2024.

2. How does the Madison School District receive ARP ESSER funds?
Each school district that wished to receive ESSER ARP funds was required to submit what
is called a “Safe Return to Learning” plan. The district submitted this plan in June 2021. It
was written based on specific student and district needs and incorporated input from district
administrators, teachers, and community members.

3. How much will the Madison School District receive in ARP ESSER funds?
We will receive a total of $3,155,169 for the three years.

4. What are the approved uses of the ARP ESSER funds?
These funds may be used for a variety of equipment, supplies, and programs that enhance
the safety of our buildings and staff/students; address mental health & wellness; and help
students “catch up” from the learning and behavioral losses that occurred due to the
pandemic. These categories include:



a. Equipment and supplies: Personal protective equipment (PPE) for school staff, hand
sanitizer, cleaning supplies, indoor air quality supports such as vacuums and air
purifiers.

b. Technology: laptops, tablets, hotspots, health-related equipment and systems.
c. COVID tests: NOTE: this is for testing, NOT vaccines.
d. Ventilation systems: Testing and systems to improve indoor air quality.
e. Modifications to physical space: Renovations that add space, windows, water bottle

filling stations, and other changes to improve indoor safety.
f. Nutrition program: Summer food service, backpack programs, fresh fruit & vegetable

programs.
g. Mental & physical health programs: Partnerships with local providers to address a

variety of health needs.
h. Educational programs to address learning loss: Programs/services that provide

additional support to ensure all students have the chance to “catch up” from losses
incurred from the pandemic.

5. Can ARP ESSER funds be used for miscellaneous expenses, such as general
maintenance?
No. ARP ESSER funds may only be used for items that are directly connected to health,
wellness, safety, and student education related to the coronavirus.

6. Can ARP ESSER funds be used for COVID vaccines for students?
No. ARP ESSER funds are not connected to vaccinations in any way.

7. Did Madison Schools receive any additional funds to require masking or implement a mask
optional policy?

No. Funds were not provided to Madison or any other school district related to masking
policies

8. How long are ARP ESSER funds available?
These funds were provided during this school year and will be available for the next two school
years. These are not a continuing source of funding.

9. What has the Madison School District used ARP ESSER funds for so far?
This year, we used our ARP ESSER Funds:
a. Staff: Maintaining teachers who otherwise would have been cut due to funding

restrictions, plus adding three teachers to reduce class sizes at the elementary level
during the height of the pandemic when spacing students was beneficial in slowing the
spread of COVID-19. Funds were also invested in tutors and educational assistants for
after-school and summer programs.

b. Transportation: After-school and summer intervention programs.
c. Curriculum & Instruction: English Language Arts curriculum that aligns across the

district and allows us to understand exactly where each student is in terms of reading



and writing; online curriculum to help with credit recovery, and to cover the cost of
students who choose online learning.

d. Technology: Replace Chromebooks and allow all students to be one-to-one.
e. Facilities: Maintenance supplies to sanitize buildings on a regular basis.

There are also a number of items in the Return to In-Person Instruction Plan filed with the
state last June that do not require an additional investment. The full Plan can be seen here.

10. What will the Madison School District be spending ARP ESSER funds on for the next two
years?
The Madison Schools board and staff are currently evaluating where these funds are most
needed, based on results from this school year. Details as to these allocations will be
announced in the next month.


